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A Divine Appointment
at the Cinco de Mayo Festival

Olivia is one of  my teammates who has been serving in Los Angeles for several 
years.  She shared this story with me and I wanted to pass it along to you.  I was so 
encouraged by God’s provision of  open doors and open hearts:

“L.A. is home to nearly 2 million Latinos. It shouldnʼt surprise you to hear that the 
Cinco de Mayo Festival that I attended last weekend attracted an estimated 
160,000 people, mostly Latino families, with live music, food and lots of free 
giveaways.

My teammates and I attended the event to get an idea for what Destino could do at 
a similar event in September. Vendors pay a minimum of $6,000 for a booth and 
weʼve been offered one by some of the organizers of the festival for free! As my 
teammates and I walked around and brainstormed ideas for how to reach out, I 
approached a couple of youths to ask them for ideas.

We met Manny, a recent high school dropout, and Jose, a sophomore in high 
school. Both were very willing to make suggestions for what we could do to draw 
their peers in to a booth promoting Destino. As we got to know Manny and Jose 
and shared more about Destino and the importance of going to college, I asked if 
theyʼd be interested to learn more about how they could experience a personal 
relationship with God. Sure enough, they were! We spent the next 45 minutes 
talking about Godʼs love for them and Christʼs sacrifice for their sins. Both Manny 
and Jose indicated a desire to receive Christ into their lives through faith, but it was 
Manny who seemed the most eager.

No doubt, there were many more people at the festival who were ready and eager 
to receive the gospel like Manny and Jose. Iʼm grateful that the Lord provided that 
divine appointment, and even more excited about the many others we will 
potentially meet when we reach out with our team in the Fall.”

Like Olivia, I look forward with anticipation to the other divine appointments God 
has prepared for us in L.A.  The highlight of  my month was finding out that I will 
be staffing a summer project with Olivia.  We, along with 12 students and four other 
staff, will go to the Dominican Republic in July.  We’ll have the opportunity to share 
the gospel with Dominican college students, as well as participate in relief  efforts in 
Haiti.  I am so excited for this opportunity to be with Destino students and to share 
Christ’s love in the D.R.!  More about the Dominican Republic in the next 
newsletter.

You are in my prayers!  Until then,
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Prayer & 
Praise

*  Praise God for the chance 
to reach out at next Fall’s 
festival.  Pray He would 
be preparing the hearts of 
people we will speak to 
even now.

* Pray for Manny and Jose 
to find a group of 
believers who will help 
them grow in their new 
relationship with Christ .

* Pray for our Dominican 
Republic team- for their 
encouragement, 
protection and financial 
support
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