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First Days On Campus

We spent the first couple 
weeks of the school year 
handing out Destino flyers 
and conducting “Spiritual 
Interest Surveys” with 
students. If they filled out a 
survey, we gave them 
something free like a 
bouncy ball, water bottle or 
Otter Pop (The popsicles 
were particularly popular 
given the big California sun. 
One mohawked dude 
skateboarded up to me and 
declared, “I’ll do anything 
for a popsicle!”).

These surveys are vital 
because they give us a pool 
of spiritually-interested 
people whom we can come 
alongside whether it’s 
through explaining how 
they can have a relationship 

with God or plugging them 
into a body of believers. I’m 
learning so much about 
communicating the gospel 
by doing it regularly.

After spending several 
hours at UCLA’s activity 
fair, I was waiting 
(impatiently) for my 
teammate for quit talking 
with people so that we could 
leave. I was ready to go 
home, shower and sleep.

A young woman walked up 
to me and began asking 
about our organization. Her 
name was Celia. She is a 
Chinese student who had 
been visiting the U.S. for 
the summer and was getting 
ready to return home to 
China. She told me that she 

hoped God existed, but 
that no one had convinced 
her yet.

I spoke with her for a few 
minutes, listening to some 
of her questions. Celia 
asked me why I believed in 
God. As I shared some of 
my story with her, it became 
clear that she didn’t have 
much knowledge about 
Christianity. We talked 
about the Bible and what it 
says about Jesus and His 
redemptive plan. I gave her 
a Bible and my email, 
encouraged by our 
conversation.   

But the last thing I expected 
was to find this message in 
my email two weeks ago:

Priscilla and I 
meeting 
freshman at Cal  
State Fullerton
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Caitlyn Hutch!on

“It never fails,” Trina explained, “the hottest weeks of the year are when we are doing surveys.”
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Celia’s Email Message

Hello Caitlyn,

How are you?
I’m Celia, the girl who met with you in your 
University and comes from China. On that
day you told me something about God. So 
do remember me now?
I’m just back to my home a couple of days 
ago. I share the materials about God with
many of my friends and they seemed very 
interested in it.
I didn’t finish reading the Bible and it is not 
easy to understand.
How is your life now? Do you have 
something new that you want to share with 
me?
Welcome!
Hope you happy everyday!

Sincerely,
Celia

I wanted to share this story with you 
because 1) I’m excited about Celia and her 
hope that God exists. Please pray with me 
that God will increasingly reveal Himself 
to her and that His Spirit would guide 
me as we talk over email.
2) It humbles me to see how it is God who 
is at work bringing people nearer to Him. 
We may begin each day with an idea of 
what we will do and how it will look. But 
God may intervene and surprise us. The day 
I met Celia, I planned to reach out to 
Latinos, but God, in His sovereignty, 
brought a Chinese student to me instead.
Thank you so much partnership!
Love,

“But now in Christ Jesus you who once 
were far away have been brought near 
through the blood of Christ.”
-Ephesians 2:13
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Titan Student 
Union
Where I spend 
much of my time at 
Fullerton

Opposite: 
Elizabeth, one of 
our student leaders 
at Fullerton, 
enjoying a popsicle

my new address:
515 Ohio Avenue
Apt. 10
Long Beach, CA 
90814

(479) 903-0493

Caitlyn

Prayer, Praise & Upcoming Events

* I found a church & small group in Long Beach!
* We have about six students that are consistently involved at Fullerton
* Our Fall Retreat is this weekend, Oct. 22-24. Pray that many students would come and 

that their view of God would be heightened.
* Pray for Celia
* Continue to pray for our team’s transition


